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Comments:

1     Table of Contents, page xiv, Annex F - Known Errors in the Standard

      This has been incorrectly omitted from the table of contents.

2     Foreword, page xvii

      The last paragraph mentions a non-existent Annex G.

3     Conformance, 3.1.4, Implementor-defined language elements, page 3

      First para, line three, perhaps replace "at a minimum" by "as a minimum".

4     6.3 Logical Conversion, page 40

      Seventh para, second sentence, insert "the" before "next".

5     Files, C.1.2.3.4, Optional phrases, page 694

      Revisit 99-0476 item 143 with a view to including a statement to the

      effect that the INVALID KEY and AT END phrases are mutually exclusive

      within an I/O statement.

      e.g. add a final paragraph as follows:

      "The INVALID KEY and AT END phrases are mutually exclusive within a

      READ statement.".

6     Source text manipulation, 7.1.1.4, Text words, page 41

      Item 1, second sentence, I am not sure about this.  What is the

      position when matched or unmatched parentheses occur in alphanumeric

      and national literals, or indeed any separator occurs within such

      literals.  Maybe it would be better to resequence items 1, 2 and 3 as

      items 2, 1 and 3 in order of application.  I have to think more about

      the use of the term "text-word".  Also refer to 8.3.2 Separators.

      Perhaps item 3 should also include the word "REPLACE".

7     Discussion of 6 Reference format, pages 36-40

      Consider syntax rule 2 of the COPY Statement (7.1.2.2), does this mean

      that if the text "COPY" is in column 1 of a line, then the last

      character of the previous line must be a space for it to be recognised

      as identifying a COPY statement.  6.1.2 and 6.2.1 on the continuation

      of lines for fixed and free format reference formats indicate

      circumstances when the last character of the preceding line is assumed

      to be a space, but there seems to be no equivalent rule for non-

      continued lines, certainly not in section 6, where I suspect it would

      best be placed, if appropriate, which I think it is.  If such a rule

      were introduced, there could then be problems of compatibility with the

      continuation of COBOL words in fixed-form reference format, especially

      if the portion of the COBOL word on the first line were coincidentally

      a valid COBOL word in its own right, for example: split "ZERO" and

      "ES", or even worse if the two components were two valid separate COBOL

      words, though I can't think of a current example.

      The same applies to 7.1.3.2, syntax rule 2 for the REPLACE statement.

      Also consider 8.3.2 Separators, item 5, para 6, commencing "The opening

      delimiter shall be immediately preceded by a space ..." in the context

      of a statement continued over several lines.

      Also 8.3.2, item 6 for pseudo-text, similarly.

      Also consider 8.3.1 Character strings, where a character string

      commences in column one of a line.

      Possible solution:

      Maybe add a new item to 8.3.2 to state that where a COBOL word

      commences in the first column of a line, then provided it is not on a

      continuation line (for which the rules in 6.1.2 and 6.2.1 apply), it is

      considered to be logically preceded by a space, or that the previous

      line is presumed to be terminated by a space.  Logically preferable to

      put this in section 6 if possible as follows, but the meanings are

      somewhat different in my current alternate versions.

      Or perhaps:

      Maybe add 6.1.3a with appropriate renumbering with the heading

      "Termination of sentences" and the text "Sentences are terminated by a

      period.  If coincidentally the terminating period is on the last column

      of a line, then it is presumed to be followed by a separator space.".

      Also add 6.2.1a similarly as "Sentences are terminated by a period.  If

      coincidentally the terminating period is the last character of a line,

      then it is presumed to be followed by a separator space.".

      Or perhaps:

      "6.1.3a Termination of lines" and "Provided that a literal or a COBOL

      word is not being continued, lines are presumed to be terminated by a

      separator space, even if one isn't really present.".

      "6.2.1a Termination of lines" and "Lines are presumed to be terminated

      by a separator space, even if one isn't really present".

      With these solutions, it may also be necessary to revise any other

      affected items appropriately, e.g. COPY and REPLACE statements,

      character strings and separators.


